Sea Monster & The Son of Man (Daniel 7)
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Introduction

There were two truths that got me through the hardest boot camp in the US armed
forces: (1) | knew this was going to end. (2) The end was going to bring me glory. For
however difficult my drill instructors made it on me, | knew they couldn’t stop time.
This would all come to an end if | would only endure to the end. Ninety days long,
and every day was one day closer to that final day. But what's more, the end was
going to bring me glory. | would achieve an honor which would never be taken away
from me. | would be pinned with the treasured Eagle, Globe, and Anchor.

The sufferings and trials of boot camp would not simply end, the end will bring me
glory. These same two motivators are held out for God’s people enduring
persecution, and we see them both in this passage.

The people of God in Daniel’s day faced great persecution under surrounding nations
like Egypt, Assyria, and Babylon. The people of God in Jesus’ day faced great
persecution under the Roman kings of the 1st and 2nd centuries. God people since
then have continued to face persecution of various kinds under the terror of various
nations, even to this very day...yet...

Main Idea: Because Jesus Christ will destroy the nations and raise his people to reign
in his kingdom, we can persist in the face of persecution.

The main call of this passage and sermon is this: persist in the face of persecution.
And | will give you two reasons you can do that...two motivators that will energize you
in that calling: (1) This will end, for Jesus will destroy the nations which persecute you
on an appointed day. (2) The end will bring you glory, for Jesus will raise you to reign
in his kingdom.

Sea Monsters
In book and movie The Fellowship of the Ring, Gandalf the wizard leads his

fellowship on their quest through the mines of Moria, and outside the gate of Moria
lies a lake. As Gandalf tries password after password and spell after spell trying to



open the gate, Frodo has a sneaking suspicion about what lies in the lake. Some
members of the fellowship disturb the water by throwing pebbles in, and in a flash a
giant sea monster reaches out with countless tentacles to attack those on the shore.

This scene describes the ancients’ view of the sea. Whenever you look at an ancient
map of the world, you notice mythical sea creatures depicted as swimming in the
depths. It wasnt merely a place of mystery, chaos, and disruption, but a place which
housed creatures of terror who brought such things onto the earth.

In Daniel 7, four monster come up out of the sea to symbolize four nations that will
terrorize and persecute God'’s people. As the prophet Isaiah says (Isaiah 17:12), Woe
to the many nations that rage — they rage like the raging sea! Woe to the peoples who
roar — they roar like the roaring of great waters!

This reminds us that prophecy is given in symbolic imagery. It is not meant to be taken
literally (since it does not depict the literal future), thought the symbols depict real
things.

And | believe this is why the number “four” is used. It is four winds which stir up the
sea, which symbolizes the entire earth — four winds from the four corners of the earth.
And the “four” monster which come out of the sea would likewise represent every
nation of history which wages war on God'’s people. Psalm 2:1-2 speaks
comprehensively, Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot in vain? The kings
of the earth rise up and the rulers band together against the Lord and against his
anointed...

® A Mountain Range of Prophecy

Now saying that the four monsters are representative of all nations who wage war on
God's people does not mean they weren't at the same time specific nations in mind,
for Biblical prophecy often acts like a mountain range with multiple peaks.

A prophecy can have multiple reference points, like a ball bouncing towards its
destination or like a mountain trail...as you climb toward the summit, you think you
have reached it, only to find the true summit still lying further ahead with many more
peaks (known as “false summits”) in between.

This happens in many ways through Scripture: e.g. with God’s people promised to
Abraham. At first we know it as the nation of Israel, but then in the New Testament we
come to find out there is a second and climactic fulfillment: Jew and Gentile together



by faith (Galatians 3:26-29). Here's a second one: God's place promised to Abraham.
At first we know it as the land of Israel, but then in the New Testament we come to
find our there is a second and climactic fulfillment: the New Creation (Hebrews
11:8-10).

Since prophecy can have multiple reference points, there's two errors interpreters of
Scripture can make regarding the prophecy here in Daniel 7: (a) reading all biblical
prophecy as past events, or (b) reading all prophecy as future events.

Rather, though there are specific fulfillments of Daniel 7, these images also represent
an ongoing experience of the church. This prophecy represents both past and future
events all at the same time. First, with the four monsters, and second, with the reign of
the Son of Man.

® Sea Monsters of the Past

Who are these four nations? We can’t help but connect then to the four nations of
Daniel 2. It begins with the Kingdom of Babylon followed by the Kingdom of the
Medes and the Persians. The third could then be understood as Greece under
Alexander the Great (whose kingdom is then divided in four parts), and finally — the
greatest and most vicious monster is Rome.

Did you notice in the first verse, this vision came to Daniel in the first year of
Belshazzar's reign. So, chapter 7 is bringing us back in time before chapter 5 and 6.
We read of the very end of Belshazzar's reign over Babylon in chapter 5, and then the
beginning of Darius’ reign over the Medes and Persians in chapter 6.

So in a way this prophecy is describing Daniel’s own experience, which is one reason
he may have felt so troubled by it all. He had this vision before Darius would put him
in the lion’s den. Perhaps he remembered this before thrown into the lion’s den., “The
bear who had ribs in his mouth and was told ‘go have your fill of flesh’...make sense...
for I'm about to be thrown into his mouth in the den of lions and be the next to be
devoured..."

Yet even after the prophecy is revealed to Daniel, he still is left disturbed and shaken
because he realizes that though the Lord has promised to return his people out of
Babylonian exile to Jerusalem, there is still future persecution to come. And in fact,
the last will be the worst of all.



It comes to a climax under the Roman kingdom at the time of Christ. In the last days
after Christ’ ascension, the church was being trampled out by this fourth and greatest
monster, the Roman Empire. In 70 A.D. Jerusalem was laid waste, and afterward a
succession of Roman kings (like the 10 horns) waged war on the church. The Apostle
John writes in the beginning of Revelation (1:9), “your brother and companion in the
suffering [the tribulation]”).

So itis no wonder the Apostles said they were in the last days. Jesus' resurrection and
ascension was one sign inaugurating the last days (Hebrews 1:1-2). The pouring out
of the Spirit was a second sign inaugurating the last days (Acts 2:1-17).

® Sea Monsters of the Future

Yet this doesn’t deny future reiterations of Daniel 7. The number “four” indicates a
universal, global experience. The final and climactic fulfillment is indicated by this
great horn which rises up from the fourth monster.

In the New Testament we are told of many antichrists that all come to persecute God's
people. Some are of a religious nature (as written about in 1 John 4) who deny the
true identity of Jesus. Other antichrists are political rulers (like Nero, who would have
easily been identified as this great horn during the 1st century). Other political
antichrist figures would rise and persecute God's people (like in the Armenian
genocide of 1915 or dictators like Hitler and Mao Tse-tung).

But the Apostle Paul writes about the climactic fulfillment of this antichrist pattern in 2
Thessalonians 2:1-4 through “the man of sin/lawlessness.” “The man of sin” brings
these two elements (religious and political) together and is popularly known as “The
Antichrist.”

This is the climactic fulfillment of what Daniel 7 depicts in the Great Horn. cf 7:24-25,
After them another king [political] will arise, different from the earlier ones; he will
subdue three kings. He will speak against the Most High and oppress his holy
people...[religious].

¢ The Pay-Off

What's the pay-off for this somewhat complex explanation of biblical prophecy and
it's mountain-range pattern of fulfillment? You and | in the United States probably
have never felt the kind of persecution being described in this passage, but many
have — many saints of the past and saints of the present. They identify with verse 21



and 25 [7:21, this horn was waging war against the holy people and defeating them...
7:25, ...The holy people will be delivered into his hands for a time, times and half a
time...] and say, “Yup! That's my experience. We are being trampled...it's like we are
sheep being prepared for the slaughter.” It seems Satan is winning and Christ is
losing as the church is beaten down, crushed, and trampled under food.

Because biblical prophecy is often not limited to one event but has multiple reference
points, that means — for Christians beings persecuted today (as well as Christians who
have been persecuted in the past) — their story is bound up in this prophecy too.

These are things you can cling to in your very experience. God has a word for you, not
just for some his people of the past (e.g. the early church in the first and second
century) nor just for some of his future people (during the last days before Christ
consummates his kingdom). Every Christian who has endured persecution has their
story bound up here, therefore they can cling to the hope of this prophecy as their
very hope.

In the United States, that brings only a small measure of comfort to us because of the
small measure of persecution we face. But what about for Christians enduring greater
measures of persecution? It brings all the more comfort. Today Christians who are
being viciously persecuted and facing death can take this to heart and apply it to their
very lives and experiences. We know that Christians of the past will be vindicated, and
Christians in the present can persist in the face of persecution. How good of a word
would this be for you underneath the foot of political and spiritual monsters for the
name of Christ?

This brings us to a distinct mark of this prophecy: all this conflict comes to a final end.
There will be a single moment when the political and spiritual monsters who have
tormented God'’s people will be finally wiped away, and God's kingdom will grow in
peace forever [this brings us to the second point]: “The Son of Man.”

The Son of Man

At the center of this vision is the Ancient of Days. Daniel receives the first look at the
Alpha and Omega of Revelation, and you can read the many similarities between his
vision here and that of the Apostle John.

Itis in a moment of final judgement that fourth monster is slain, the authority of the
other monsters are taken away, and one like a son of man comes to the throne, is



given all authority, and is worshipped forever by all nations in his everlasting
kingdom.

Daniel does not say, “...and a man come down...” but “one like a son of man” because
how obviously divine this person was (as depicted in his coming in on the clouds and
being worshipped by all creation). This being is divine, yet he looks like a human...like
a son of man. How could this be? For there the Ancient of Days sits, yet he hands over
his rule and kingdom to another who is given the worship which is only fitting for the
Lord himself.

When Old Testament Prophets are told future promises of God, it was as if they were
looking at them through binoculars that were out of focus. They were seeing the real
things, but they didn’t have the clarity and focus to make full sense of it. The Apostles
of the New Testament bring to focus the blurry binoculars of the Prophets, and in the
New Testament we see that this “son of man” was a foreshadowing of the future
incarnation of Jesus Christ.

The incarnation (God putting on flesh — the divine taking on humanity) was a foreign
concept of Jewish thought up to that time, but when it is revealed in history it explains
what Daniel saw in this vision. This becomes Jesus' favorite title for himself as he says
in John 1:51, “Truly I tell you, you [all] will see angels of God ascending and
descending on the Son of Man.” The reason God left some prophecies blurry was so
that when Jesus Christ would come in the flesh, we would see him clearly.

® The Past Reign of the Son of Man

As | said, this prophecy represents both past and future events all at the same time:
First with the four monsters, now second, with the Son of Man.

Part of this prophecy has already been fulfilled in the past by the Son of Man. Notice
the theme of "authority” in these verses: Daniel 7:11-14, Then | continued to watch
because of the boastful words the horn was speaking. | kept looking until the beast
was slain and its body destroyed and thrown into the blazing fire. (The other beasts
had been stripped of their authority, but were allowed to live for a period of time.)
13“In my vision at night | looked, and there before me was one like a son of man,
coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led
into his presence. 4 He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and
peoples of every language worshiped him.



What's the point of these verses? They show a transfer of authority. When in history
has this happened? Through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Revelation 20:2-3 depicts the same thing, [before Satan is finally vanquished] He
seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil...and bound him for a
thousand years. He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and sealed it over him, to
keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand years were ended.
After that, he must be set free for a short time.

The demons encounters in the gospels show us a pattern of this “binding” that they
may no longer deceive the nations. Christ’ first coming was not to destroy them but to
“bind them” (i.e. to strip them of their spiritual authority) so that the gospel would
spread over all the earth under his reign (and that’s just what we see in the gospels,
the demons fleeing from the presence of Jesus).

Their authority was stripped from them by Jesus when he died on the cross, rose from
the dead, and poured out his Spirit through the preaching of the gospel. This is why
Jesus said, "All authority has been given to me...” and as a result...go therefore and
make disciples of all nations. “l have bound the strong man. Quick! Go plunder the
city with the gospel.”

® The Future Reign of the Son of Man

Satan has been bound so that the gospel may go forth throughout the whole earth...
but Satan will be released once more for a short time, and this “great horn” of Daniel
7 will rise. This is described in Daniel 7:11 where we see a future fulfillment in the
reign of the Son of Man. Then I continued to watch because of the boastful words the
horn was speaking. | kept looking until the beast was slain and its body destroyed and
thrown into the blazing fire.

Do you remember lying in your bed at night as a child and being afraid of the
monsters that may be in the closet? A child can't sleep at peace believing they are
monsters in the closet. And parents may come in and comfort the child and say,
“There are no monsters in the closet” or perhaps they try one better, “There are no
such things as monsters.” Perhaps they even turn on the lights and check the closet
and show the child it is empty and safe...but does any of that really help? No...it
didn't help me anyway...because when the parent leaves and turns out the light, | am
left the same way | was before, staring at a dark closet. Do you know the only, true,
lasting way to calm a child’s fears of monsters in the closet? Is to take out the closet



altogether. If there's no closet, it doesn’t matter if monsters are real and if they hide in
closets. | can sleep at peace because there are no closets here.

When we read how the monsters of Daniel’s vision came up out of the sea, and how
the nations which wage war on the saints are connected with that sea, and then how
Jesus destroys the nations and casts them out forever, it makes it all the more
significance then when we read in Revelation, "The sea will be no more.”

It's more than just chaos and disorder and distraction which will be no more, but the
beastly nations who brings such things into the world, making war on God's people.
They will be wiped out...and in heaven, the kingdom of God, we can live and work
and play in peace, without fear...without having to look over our shoulder at the sea.
God will surely bring justice through the Son of Man, so cry out to him.

Luke 18:7-8, And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to
him day and night? Will he keep putting them off? | tell you, he will see that they get
justice, and quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the
earth?”

There will be a day when people of God will never again feel the urge to look over
their shoulder at the sea to see if another monster is stirring in the waters. All the
nations will be defeated, and His kingdom will endure forever.

Saints & Kings

But this passage is about more than just, “It's really bad, but hand on because Jesus
wins in the end.” There’s still (in my opinion) another key element to this vision that
give God's people great hope...something that is repeated a few times, and it has to
do with the people of God (or as this passage refers to them as, “the holy people of
the Most High.” Other translations will just say, “the saints.” And this brings us to our
third and final point.

In the movie "The Sword in the Stone," Arthur (before he becomes king) is an orphan
and foster child by Sir Ector. He is not treated particularly well by Sir Ector and often
subjected to menial and unpleasant tasks. He is given the nickname "Wart" because he
is viewed as a wart on the castle.

He is often scolded, belittled, and given tasks that are beneath his true worth. However,
this changes when he meets the wizard Merlin, who becomes his mentor and teaches
him valuable life lessons. Under Merlin's guidance, Wart begins to believe in his own



potential and ultimately proves himself by pulling the sword from the stone, revealing
his destiny as the future King of England. The film highlights Wart's transformation
from an unassuming and mistreated young boy to a noble and wise leader,
emphasizing the theme that greatness can come from unexpected places.’

This is what happens to God'’s holy people who have been trampled down by
persecution. 7:18, the holy people of the Most High will receive the kingdom and will
possess it forever...21-22, ...the Ancient of Days came and pronounced judgment in
favor of the holy people of the Most High, and the time came when they possessed the
kingdom...27, ...the sovereignty, power and greatness of all the kingdoms under
heaven will be handed over to the holy people of the Most High...

God will vindicate his people, but how? Not simply by destroying the nations who
have waged war on them and placing them underneath the everlasting reign of King
Jesus, but also by raising them up as kings and queens in his kingdom.

2 Timothy 2:11-12, If we died with him, we will also live with him; if we endure, we
will also reign with him... Revelation 5:9-10, You have made them to be a kingdom
and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth...

John 12:26, "My Father will honor the one who serves me.” (when will that happen?)
Answer: when the Lord comes. So Paul writes, 1 Corinthians 4:5, ...wait until the Lord
comes...At that time each will receive their praise from God...

How much more reason do we have to persist in the face of persecution? Persecution
will not merely come to an end, but the end will bring us glory. Think now of all the
millions of Christians that have been persecuted and slaughtered by the various
antichrists of history. Every single one of them will be raised to reign as kings and
queens forever, (and if the parable of the rich man and Lazarus has any literal bearing
on life eternal) the rulers of this world which put them to death will see them being
crowned with sovereignty, power, and glory.

The persecution of God's people will not be in vain. You will be raised with Christ, you
will be seated with Christ in glory to reign over a portion of his kihngdom, and God will
honor you with crowns and a glory of your own.

Surely we can persist in the face of persecution because Jesus Christ will destroy the
nations and raise his people to reign in his kingdom.

1 ChatGPT, 2023.



